PREFACE
So great is the wealth of material at command in dealing with the life of Queen Mary of Modena that its compression within the limits of a single volume has necessitated a task of selection which has not always been an easy one. Especially has this been the case with the correspondence of the Queen and that of Rizzini and Terriesi, the envoys of Modena and Florence ; but I have, I hope, retained sufficient to give an adequate picture of Mary Beatrice, of the development of her character, and the circumstances of her life. I have drawn sparingly upon the Chaillot MSS.5 which were published in externo in the original French by the Roxburgh Club some years ago, and translations of which may be found in " A Queen and her Friends," by the Countess Rogen de Courson,
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